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NOTE:

1. Evolution: Evolution of indicators obtained by re-escalating
those values resulting from the relative rate of variation among
the following ranks:

Minor than -5: significant progress; Between -5 and -1: slight
progress; Between -1 and 1: stagnant; Between 1 a 5:
regression; Larger than 5: significant regression.

DEFINITION OF INDICATORS:

Tuberculosis (cases per 100,000 people): Total number
of tuberculosis cases reported to the World Health
Organization per 100,000 people. A tuberculosis case

is defined as a patient in whom tuberculosis has been
bacteriologically confirmed or diagnosed by a clinician.

This rate is obtained from the following operation:
(2009 value — 2008 value/ 2008 value) *100

2. Value reached by the index: The value results from adding
the values calculated for each dimension and dividing the
result by the total number of dimensions presenting data.

People living with HIV/AIDS (15-49 years old, %):
Percentage of adults (15-49 years) living with HIV/AIDS.

Infant mortality (per 1,000 live births): Number of infants
dying before reaching one year of age, per 1,000 live births
ina given year.
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— Uzbekistan (93) 1126 — 01 — 3 —> 4 8 ES3
«— Vanuatu (87) 771 — 28 =—> 36 n 47 £8%S
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3. Stagnant Evolution: In those indicators showing stagnant
evolution in all their values, said evolution responds to lack of
updating, being reproduced those values registered in 2008.

SOURCE: World Development Indicators 2009, World Bank
(www.worldbank.org).

Under-5 mortality (per 1,000 live births): Probability of dying
between birth and exactly five years of age expressed per 1,000
live births.

Methodological notes and guidelines at the end
of the section.
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HEALTH
Unequal improvement

he World Health Organization (WHO) is the di-

rect authority and coordinator of health action
in the United Nations, and its responsibilities include
setting standards, providing technical support to
countries, and monitoring health trends in the world.
In its 2007 World Health Report the WHO stated that
“...world health security depends more than ever on
international cooperation and the will of all countries
to act effectively to confront the new and emerging
threats”.!

Since the Aima-Ata Conference of September
1978 in the USSR, the accent has been on primary
health care. These measures are seen as an ever
more convincing response to the world’s current
health problems, and an instrument to promote eq-
uity, solidarity and social justice through improved
health quality for all.?

The implementation of a primary health care
system requires a mature national health organi-
zation and public policies focalised on developing
it and making it sustainable, so that the extent or
proportional impact of certain diseases or specific
levels of mortality can be measured and evaluated
with precision, not just with regard to a country’s
health situation and its needs for international sup-
port in this area but also as regards the priorities
and health development models prevailing in those
countries.

This is why Social Watch selected three indica-
tors, out of the wide range available, that capture the
incidence of diseases linked to a lack of preventive
strategies and a lack of suitable health education.
It also selected two indicators that capture mortal-
ity in situations of great vulnerability in a context
of deficient health attention and prevention: infant
mortality and mortality among children under 5
years old.

Global evolution

The overall situation has improved. The estimate
of people in the world in the 15 to 49 age bracket
living with HIV/AIDS is still 2% and this rate has not
changed, which indicates a pause in the expansion of
the disease. Infant mortality fell by 9.6% (from 2008
t0 2009, it decreased from 39 to 35.6 deaths among
children under one year old per 1000 live births),
mortality among children under 5 also decreased
(from 56 to 54.3 deaths per 1000 live births, which
is an evolution of -3.1%), and based on 2009 data,

1 WHO. World Health Report 2007 - A safer future. Global
public health security in the 21st century. Available at:
<www.who.int/whr/2007/es/>.

2 Report of the International Conference on Primary Health
Care, Alma-Ata. World Health Organization, International
Conference on Primary Health Care, USSR, 6 to 12
September 1978: <www.who.int/whr/2008/overview/es/
index.html>.

CHART 1: Current situation of health by regions (number of countries)
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TABLE 1. Current situation of health by evolution (number of countries)

— 1" - —_— Total

7 1 22 30

Below average 3 1 1 31 36
Ahove average 10 2 3 42 57
21 8 2 6 35 72

4 12 3 9 130 195

TABLE 2. Averages by indicator of countries in worse and better health situations

Tuberculosis People with Infant Mortality in
(cases per HIV/AIDS mortality children under 5
100,000 people) | (aged 15-49, %) (per 1,000 (per 1,000
live births) live births)
Worse relative Average 561.5 179 102.5 188.5
situation Number of countries 21 9 28 24
Better relative Average 15.9 0.0 6.7 8.3
situation Number of countries 85 73 70 75
Total Average 136.5 2.1 35.6 54.3
Number of countries 202 141 194 188

the incidence of tuberculosis dropped from 199 to
136.5 cases notified to the WHO per 100,000 people
(which is amounts to reduction in the rate of 45.8%
on the figure available for 2008).

When we examine the performance of these
indicators in the countries in the better and worse
relative situations differences emerge, and this is
one of the main themes for reflection in the analysis
of the data for 2009 (Table 2).

In the countries in the better relative situation
the evolution of all these indicators has been favour-
able (variation between the 2008 and 2009 values:
tuberculosis = -157.9%; HIV/AIDS went from 0.3%
10 0.0%; infant mortality =-79.1%; mortality among
children under 5 years old = -68.7%). On the other

Measuring progress 198 Social Watch

hand, in the countries in the worse relative situation
there was slight improvement only in the tuberculo-
sis and infant mortality indicators (variation in the
indicator value: tuberculosis = -0.6%; infant mor-
tality = -5.4%). But in other respects the situation
became considerably worse, mainly with the spread
of HIV/AIDS but also in mortality among children
under 5 years old (variation in the indicator value:
HIV/AIDS = 49.7%; mortality among children under
5=7.7%).

Astothe relative evolutionin different countries,
the above-mentioned disparities and the regression
of some indicators and for some countries explain
the unequal and polarised behaviour that took place
in the year from 2008 to 2009 (Table 1). m





